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If you find a property you love and you can afford it, it’s ok to buy it regardless 
of market conditions.  You will be living in a home you really like and can pay for.!

September 2015 
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• market update 
• autumn home maintenance 
• great value – a well maintained home 
• selected sales details

market update 

The Real Estate Board of Greater Vancouver (REBGV) reported total MLS® residential 
property sales of 3,362 units in August, representing a 16% decrease from sales in July, 
and 21% more than in August 2014. At 10,897, the total number of residential property 
listings at August 31 was approximately 5% fewer than at the end of July, and 26% 
fewer than at the end of August 2014. At 31%, the metro MLS® sales-to-active-listings 
ratio slipped from 35% in July and continues to reflect very strong market conditions 
throughout the region. 

North Shore home sales in August, at 
319 units, were 18% fewer than the 389 
properties sold in July, and 11% higher 
than the 287 sold in August 2014. The 
sales-to-active-listings ratio on the North 
Shore slipped to 30%, from 33% in July, 
reflecting 25% higher-than-normal sales 
for this time of year and 18% fewer-than-
normal # of properties for sale as at the 
end of August. North Shore houses that 
sold In August took an average of 9 
weeks to sell, 1 week less than for July’s 

sales, and 5 weeks faster than the 14 weeks it took for houses that sold in August 
2014. At August 31, there were 1,080 North Shore properties listed for sale (on MLS®) 
or 8% less than the 1,179 listings at the end of July, and 29% fewer than the 1,515 units 
for sale at August 31, 2014. Benchmark prices of houses rose by 16% in North 
Vancouver and by 18% in West Vancouver from those in August 2014. 

As prices and market conditions can vary dramatically by neighbourhood, feel free to 
call Dan to better understand how the market is doing where YOU live. For the entire 
August 2015 REBGV market report, visit www.danmuzzin.com/news.html.
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autumn home maintenance 

“30 days hath September…” and I imagine they’ll fly by very quickly.  

Each season, our homes go through changes in temperature, weather conditions, 
aging, and general wear & tear. In order to ensure our homes function smoothly 
throughout the year, it’s helpful to conduct some seasonal maintenance procedures. 

As summer continues, this is a great time to prepare for fall. Consider these helpful 
tips now to save money and get a jump on the upcoming cooler and wetter season. 

1. Call for a furnace, boiler and/or fireplace tune-up. Generally heating/cooling 
companies are overbooked doing this work well into winter, but call anyway to see 
if you can squeeze in an appointment. 

2. Seal the driveway. 

3. Repair or replace a problem roof. Clean out gutters and downspouts and be sure 
perimeter drainage system works properly …more rain is coming! 

4. Make a weather-stripping check. Buy and install replacement products while the 
weather is still nice. 

5. Sweep out and clean up the garage. 

6. Clean and put away patio furniture, kids’ summer toys and sports equipment. 

7. Remove and store window air conditioners. To protect the appliance from corrosion, 
be sure not to store it near pool chlorine, fertilizer, deicer or corrosive chemicals. 
Keep all mounting hardware in a plastic bag taped to the appliance. 

8. Check with your local nursery about the optimal time to apply fall fertilizer. 

9. For veggie gardeners, a good way to improve the soil in your vegetable patch or 
areas that have poor soil fertility is to plant winter rye. Find out the optimal time to 
plant it in your area, as it could be early to mid September. Apply the seed at a rate 
recommended by the nursery from which you buy it then, come spring, mow the rye 
cover with a mulching mower and turn the clippings into the soil by hand or 
machine. 

For introductions to professionals who are ready and willing to help you with any 
autumn-preparation activities, feel free to call Dan at 604-813-3795.  

great value – a well maintained home 

Homes that are well maintained make a difference to one’s general well-being, as well 
as financially. 

When things don’t work properly, homeowners become anxious and stressful …think 
of a leaky roof, a running toilet, overflowing gutters or even a moldy shower stall. On 
the other hand, living in a home where everything works, as it should, is comforting. 

When offered for sale, a well maintained home is evident to prospective buyers and 
their resulting offers to purchase make a seller’s costs of maintenance worthwhile.
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The following charts show the inventory of North Shore homes for sale on the last day 
of each month from August 2013 to August 2015, and the sales for each month. 
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Units Sold 

Aug 2013 - 76 
Aug 2014 - 99 
Aug 2015 - 95 

Units For Sale 

Aug 2013 - 553 
Aug 2014 - 508 
Aug 2015 - 453 

North Shore residential property sales in 
August were 18% fewer than in July. A 
sales level that is about 25% higher than 
usual for the month of August. 

The # of properties for sale on the North 
Shore at the end of August slipped by 
8% from July 31, to a level that’s 18% 
lower than usual for end of August.  
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properties sold during the month, as a % of properties for sale at end of the month 

 

average # of weeks it took for detached houses to sell 
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do housing conditions in your neighbourhood favour sellers, buyers or are they in balance? 

single-family detached houses sold in August 2015, as % of the number of houses for sale at August 31, 2015 
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North Vancouver 
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Lynn Valley housing snapshot – August 31, 2015 
like a housing snapshot of your neighbourhood? …call Dan   
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